UMCOR Vision and Mission
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is the humanitarian relief and
development arm of The United Methodist Church (UMC), a non-profit 501(c)3 organization
operated under the auspices of the General Board of Global Ministries.
Under its original name, The Methodist Committee on Overseas Relief (MCOR) was founded in
1940 by the Bishop Herbert Welch, in response to displaced and vulnerable populations in the
wake of World War Il. In his address at the General Conference that year, Bishop Welch stated
that MCOR would serve as a “voice of conscience among Methodists to act in the relief of
human suffering without distinction of race, color, or creed.” This mandate remains true to this
day. The organization’s name was legally changed to The United Methodist Committee on
Relief (UMCOR) at the 1972 General Conference.
UMCOR’s Vision and Mission are as follows:
Vision: As the humanitarian relief and development arm of The United Methodist Church,
UMCOR strengthens and transforms people and communities.
Mission: Compelled by Christ to be a voice of conscience on behalf of the people called
Methodist, UMCOR works globally to alleviate human suffering and advance hope and
healing.
UMCOR’s work can be categorized into three major areas:
1) Humanitarian Relief / Disaster Response
2) Sustainable Development
3) Global Health (in collaboration with Global Ministries)
UMCOR’s MANDATE (From the Book of Discipline 2016)
1330.1. General Provisions:
Purpose—The United Methodist Committee on Relief (“UMCOR”) exists to assist United
Methodists and churches to become involved globally in direct ministry to persons in need
through programs of relief, rehabilitation, and service, including issues of displaced persons,
hunger and poverty, disaster response, and disaster risk reduction; and to assist organizations,
institutions, and programs related to annual conferences and other units of The United
Methodist Church in their involvement in direct service to such persons in need.
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